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Preface
Taiwan is located in the subtropics. Mountains and rugged hills cover two -thirds
of the land, only about 830,000 hectares of land are suitable for agriculture. The
average farm covers 1.1 hectares, thus the agricultural sector is largely composed of
small farms. However, Taiwan is working to develop its agriculture by introducing
advanced technologies and modern equipment. Agricultural products in Taiwan are
highly diverse, and output is high. Agriculture industry has laid the solid foundation
for the soaring economic growth that Taiwan has enjoyed in recent decades.
In 2012, annual agricultural output was about US$16.14billion, or 1.90% of GDP.
Farm crops account for 46.64% of this figure, followed by fisheries at 22.22%,
livestock at 31.06% and forestry at 0.08%. About 544,000 persons was employed in
agriculture, and average annual income per agricultural household was about
US$33,628. Agriculture accounts for 1.9% of Taiwan’s GDP, but its share of rises to
13% if we include agriculture-related secondary and tertiary industries, such as food
processing and leisure. Agriculture plays an extremely important role in providing
food, supporting rural development, and contributing to environmental conservation.
Agricultural development in Taiwan has taken a unique path. In the early years,
the government carried out land reform to provide “land to the tiller,” and then made
policy adjustments as agriculture progressed, seeking at first to spur greater
productivity, and then to develop exports of both raw and processed agricultural
goods. These developments in turn ushered in an era of rapid economic growth.
Taiwan’s success in the development of small-scale agriculture had become a model
for developing economies the world over.
In recent years, the core principles of “healthfulness, efficiency, and
sustainability” form the backbone of the Taiwan’s agricultural policies. Agricultural

policies will be rooted in the present and looking to the future, we seek to build a
modern agricultural sector with a strong global presence.

The Framework of Agricultural Policy

Agriculture is a biologic industry, and an important business to support people’s
livelihood; its development is not only limited by nature, but also influenced by the
change of social environment, as well as the trends of economic and trade system. In
the past years, the changing factors of agriculture developments are influenced
greatly both internally and externally; such as: (1) International economic development
which focused on the regional integration and the further liberalization of agricultural trade; (2)
Climate change dramatically which threatens our food security; (3) Fast advancement of new
agricultural and related technologies; (4) Food safety and consumers’ habit become highly
important in the future.
Facing the challenges of new environment, it is critical to establish industrial
value chain operation to expand the breadth and depth of agriculture in order to
replace the traditional thoughts of production-oriented agriculture. To ensure a
healthy, efficient and sustainable agriculture for all citizens, it is important to develop
a holistic plan and connect the plan with human, earth, water, and industry when
implementing agriculture policies.

Vision and Mission
Agriculture is the foundation of the development of a country. To ensure the long term
sustainability of agricultural development; a holistic view of agriculture and diversified effort
needs to be placed in to ensure safe foods, maintain eco system, manage natural resources,
revitalize idled agricultural elements, integrate with agriculture cultural elements, adjust
policies, improve agricultural structure and modernize agriculture operation to increase the
competitiveness at the international level.
Agriculture policy deployment needs to continuously drive the promotion of industry,
operational scalability and improve structural of human resource; also to improve the
competiveness of agriculture by leveraging interrelated industries to create innovative
agriculture policies, collaborations with up and downstream industries to optimize utilization of
resource, create agricultural value chain, expand leisure agriculture business, and integrate
agricultural product traceability and certification with international organization. Meantime, fully
utilize modern technologies to develop green technology based agricultural environment, to
expand technology export business, and to create green technology based agricultural
business opportunities. Transforming traditional agriculture into a green based eco industry
and service oriented operation is also transform agriculture from a local industry into an
international green gold industry.
The framework of agricultural policy of Taiwan is briefly described as Figure 1.

● To transform agriculture into a young, dynamic and highly
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Farmers – efficiency, profits and welfare
Consumers – freshness, quality, safety and healthy
Environment – landscape, energy-saving and sustainability
Citizen of the world – clean environment, harmony and
green energy

● Establishing plans to support ”Superior Delicate
Agriculture – Healthy and Excellent Program”

Strategy

● Addressing agricultural adjustments for climate change
● Promulgated and Promoting “Rural Regeneration Act” 
● Carrying on “Golden Decade-LOHAS Agriculture” program

● Raising the industry’s competitiveness and leading the
internationalization of Taiwan’s agriculture
LOHAS
Agriculture ：

Strategic
Programs

● Adjusting the structure of agriculture, and integrating the
value-adding development of resources
● Ensuring food security, and strengthening agricultural product
safety

● Vitalizing the use of agricultural resources, and ensuring
sustainable development

Figure 1:

The Framework of Agricultural Policy of Taiwan

Focal Points of Agriculture Policy Deployment

Based on the core goals, ‘Healthy, Efficient, Sustainable’, of policy deployment, several
important policies were designed: 2009, formation of “Exquisite Agriculture” policy; June 2010,
conference called to address policy amendment for agricultural impact by climate change, by
August, policy to ’Rejuvenation of Agricultural Community’ was announced and deployed; and
January 2011, a symposium was organized to establish common understanding of policy
directions, address agricultural land utilization, plan for agricultural academy, and
phase-approached plan for industry upgrade, structural adjustments and agricultural
community rejuvenation.
Agriculture is the foundation of a country, facing a number of issues, such as: free trade,
rapid economic growth globally, climate changes, competition of land and resource utilization,
food safety, production and sales, it is inevitable for administration to create a superior
agricultural environment, attract younger workforce, and accelerate the structural adjustments
of industry and human resource in order to develop effective agricultural operation,
maximization of resource usage and industry sustainability.
To lead Taiwan into a sustainable agricultural operation at the international level, the
future policy design needs to thorough, it should,


base on overall goals, ‘affluent citizen and peace of mind’, of the administration



follow the core agricultural values ‘ Healthy, Efficient, Sustainable’



leverage advanced agricultural technologies and rich agriculture cultural



integrate land, technology and human resource



reinforce collaboration between departments and industries



utilize information and green technologies



manage the industry with modern concept

Diversified agricultural functions have become one of the focus areas by many
governments; other than increase competitiveness, related subjects: food safety, eco system,
scenery and culture have become part of the focus. Water and land are the key resource to
agriculture, thus, management to water and land become important to ensure the food safety
and proper utilization of resource. The quality of agricultural community needs to be
considered as part of ‘Agricultural Community Rejuvenation’ policy design, deployment and
the management of industry.

Key points for future agricultural policies:

A. Co mp e ti ti v e ness a t Inter na tio na l L e ve l
1 . Es ta bl ish ag ric ul tura l sp eci fic c lou d bas ed , in tegr a ted se r vic e
s ys te m , ser vice c ata lo g as fo l low :


Pro duc tion, m arke tin g, a nd sa les



Pro duc t trace ab il i ty



Agr icu l tu ral l eis ure , tra vel



Or ga niz a tio n res ource ma nag em en t o f agr icu l tur al op era tio n



Re al ti me e mer genc y n a tur al disas ter re port



F arm an d r a nch man ag em en t in d ed ica te d p rod uc ti on zo ne

2 . Stre ng th en o n ea rl y wa rm ing and a dj us tm ent to ensur e
s ta bi l iza tion o f agr ic ultur a l pro duc tion and m arke tin g


Re al ize ass is tan t prog rams and s ta bi l iza tion me asures for
a gr icu l tura l pr od uc ti on a nd m arketi ng

3 . Cr oss i ndus tr y co l la bo ra tion and e xped i te th e es ta bl ish me n t o f
a gr icu l tura l i nd us tr y va lu e cha in o per a ti on
4 . Pro mo te the de ve lo pm en t a nd in dus tr ia l iza tio n o f inno va ti ve
a gr icu l ture tec hno lo gies to en ab le agr icu l tur al upgr ade


Se lec tio n of q ua li fie d tec hno lo g ies a nd p roduc ts



Sh or ten in g fu nd -r ais in g sche du le o f agr ic ultur a l l is te d
co mp an y

5 . In tegr ate wi th g ree n tec hno lo g ies to dri ve th e h igh e ffic ienc y and
e ner g y-sa vi ng in no va ti ve a gr icu l tu ra l tech nol og y


M od ern e qu ip me n t



Ass ist fishe r y up grade and s ubsi d ize e lec tri c usa ge



Im pro ve for estr y op era tio n



U til ize gree n an d new l y de vel op ed a gr icu ltur a l tech no lo g y

6 . Stre ng th en i n te rna tion al agr icu l tu ra l bus in ess


Pro mo te e xp or t -o ri en te d ag ric ul tu ra l pro ducts



De vel op in te rna tio na l m arke tin g p rogr ams



Pro mo te orn am en ta l fish er y, gr oup er , li ves tock , p ou l tr y



De vel op in g b am boo pro duc ts inno va ti on a nd app l ica tio ns

7 . Pro mo te i nter na tio na liza tio n for le isu re a gricu l tu re


Pro mo te i n - dep th agr icu l tu ra l trave l



Stre ng th en th e SQC( Se r vic es Qua l i ty Cer ti fica tio n) for l e isur e
far ms

8 . Par tic ipa te i n te rna tion al trad e ne go tia tion , r ea liz e agr icu l tu re
s truc tura l a dj us tm en ts


Re mo ve obs tac les o f ta ri ff a nd no n - tar i ff



Jo in in terna tio na l or ga niz a ti ons a nd b i la te ra l n ego tia tio n



Es ta bl ish cr oss - s tr ai t fi sh er y ope ra ting or de r a nd c oop era tio n
m ech an isms

B. Ad jus tmen ts o f Ag ric ul tur al Str uctur e , T al ent De vel op me n t, De ve lo p
Va lu e Add Res ourc e Co nso li da tio n
1 . Im pro ve Agr icu l tur al Ta le n t an d O per ati onal Effic ie nc y


Es ta bl ish re tir eme n t sys te m for ag i n g far mers



Pro mo te ‘ Sm a ll Lan dlo rd , Bi g Ten nan t’



Dr i ve Ag ricu l tu ra l Ac ad em y



Es ta bl ish yo ung farm er co nsu l ta tio n cen ter

2 . Co mb in e i nd us tr y d e ve lo pm en t wi th r ura l re ju vena tio n , i m pro ve
l i vin g qu a lity o f agr icul tur al c omm un i ty a nd pr od uc ti on
e n vi ron men t


Dr i ve agr icu l tu ra l re juve na tion



Es ta bl ish ag ric ul ture p rod uc ti on zo ne



Cr ea te c ol la bor a ti ve bus in ess opp or tu ni ties

C. Ens ure F oo d Secur i ty a nd En hance Agric ul tu ra l Prod uc ts Sa fe ty
1 . Im pro ve Dom es tic Fo od Sel f -Su ffic ien t Ra te , Es ta bl ish D i vers i fied
F oo d Secur i ty M echan is ms


De vel op d ive rsi fie d foo d pr oduc tio n an d supp l y s ys te m



De vel op ma nag em en t s ys te m o f c lass i fic a tio n o f fo od s ec ur i ty

2 . Pro mo te Exq uis i te Agr icu l tur e with Tra di tion al C ul tural El eme n ts


Co mb in e or ig in c harac ter is tic o f a gr icu l tura l pr od uc t with
tra d i ti ona l a nd loca l cu l tu re



Ass ist the d e ve lop men t o f d i versi fi ed u ti l izati on and i nn o va ti ve
p ackag in g



De vel op tea in dus tr y as Exq u isi te Agric ul tur e



Pro mo te e ffi ci en t h ig h- val ue li ves tock pro duc tio n s ys te m s

3 . Pro mo te ‘Co nsu me a t th e Prod ucti on Loca tio n’ and D i ve rsi fie d
M arke tin g Ch ann els


De vel op n ew d em and o f loc al prod uced pro duc ts



Pro mo te the c once p t o f ‘Co nsu me a t the Pro duc tion Loc a ti on ’



Pro mo te d ie tar y e duca tio n

4 . Dr i ve Ra tion al F er til iza tio n and a Fr ie nd l y Bus in ess Mod el , Cre a te
L ow Car bon Gree n Ene rg y En viro nm en t


Ass ist farme rs i n ra tion a l iz ing ferti l iza tio n use



Re duce ene rg y co nsum p tion and car bo n red uc ti on in li ves tock
i nd us tr y, pr e ven t po llu tio n an d re use

5 . Dr i ve C er tifi ca tion Sys te m for Ag ric ul tura l Pro duc ts


Pro mo te mu l tip le r ecog niz ed ce r ti fic a ti on s ys te m



Dr i ve and es tab lis h loc al ize d spec ia l ties an d va lue -ad ded
l i ves tock ma rke ting s ys te m

6 . Im pro ve Ani m al and Pla n t Hea l th Ins pec tion a nd q uar anti ne


Sound adjustment of FMD prevention measure



Strengthen animal disease detection, warning

7. Pesticides and Animal Drug Safety Inspection with International Standard


Define drug testing guidelines



Establish testing stations



Strengthening agricultural pesticide residue detection technology
development and the integration of surveillance systems



Leverage advanced technology to test and monitor pesticide usage (field,
work areas, market)



Develop test plan based on production zone, production date and product
traits



Outline process to handle drug test failed products to prevent flow into the
marketplace



Determine penalty for violators (training, legal actions)



Conduct drug test and heavy metal testing for unlisted fishery products to
ensure sea food safety

D . Re ac ti va te Agr icu l tu ral Reso urce, M ai n ta in Eco lo gic al Sus tai nab i li ty
1. Adjust Farming Systems, Promote Diversified Food Production


Strengthen the promotion of the continuous fallow reactivation
i. Replace idle land compensation with reward of production
ii. Expand short term economical forestation and eco maintenance
iii. Encourage the fallow farmland divertive uses



Encourage the fallow farmland diversified use
i. Encourage local specialties in demand for crop rotation local
ii. Reward contractual farming
iii. Promote domestic feeding crops to replace imported crops
Iv Raise domestic grains self-sufficiency rate

2. Preserve Premium Agricultural Land and Focus on ‘Agricultural Land for
Agricultural Usage’


Plan out agricultural land resource, classify agricultural land



Develop long term agricultural land resource survey system



Maintain premium agricultural land and resource



Enhance communication between departments to support local
management of premium land

3. Promote Rational Planning of Quantity and Quality of Agricultural Water


Promote drought resistant crops for dry land
i. Leverage innovative technologies and modern operations to promote
energy or resource saving agricultural production
ii. Drive agricultural diversity to reduce agricultural water consumption



Plan rational usage of agricultural water
i. Strengthen facilities and hardware to support rational usage
ii. Establish land appropriated, energy and resource efficient management
system
iii. Consider cross region model for water management and adjustment
iv. Assess rational water usage based on crops and regional food
production



Establish monitoring and warning systems to handle water quality and
emergency management
i. Establish water management information system
ii. Expand operational environment for mobile irrigation
iii. Rollout eco protection of water fields
iv. Enhance water adjustment mechanisms for water fields

4. Improve and upgrade Irrigation Facilities


Leverage eco-friendly system when upgrading irrigation systems



Improving and updating irrigation and water conservancy facilities



Expand drought resistant crops with modern management



Rezone with rejuvenation of agricultural community



Improve irrigation and drainage channels of prior rezoned land



Monitor irrigation water quality and management survey facilities

5. Strengthen the Conservation of Fishery Resources, Lead Fishery Industry for
Sustainability


Enhance aquaculture in harmony with the environment

i. Improve fishery production site and associated public facilities
ii. Expand supply of clean sea water
iii. Strengthen and expand the conservation of coastal and offshore
fisheries resources


Expedite recovery of fishing resource and sustainable utilization
i. Manage number of fishing boats
ii. Build scalability in fishery and establish premium fishery environment
iii Establish ocean protection zone and associated management and
monitoring
iv Establish fishing region/class operational management
v Strengthen education of ocean conservation



Participate and cooperate in conservation of international fishery resources
i. Join international organization of three oceans
ii. Strengthen assessment of ocean resources
iii. Compete for quota of fishery results
iv. Emphasis on collaboration for both sides of the strait
v. Deliver international obligation and expand diplomacy of fishery
vi. Support international compliance of fishery
vii. Continue to mechanized monitoring of fishing boats
viii. Prevent illegal activities
ix. Expedite the deployment of energy efficient boats

6. Strengthen Afforestation


Strengthen reforestation and restoration of degraded coastal woodland
forest



Maintain natural habitat



Promote afforestation



Cash reward for hillside and plains afforestation



Strengthen management of afforestation and sustainability

7. Establish Forest and Sustainable Development of Natural Resources


Strengthen woodland and sustainable forest management
i. Establish nationwide forestry resource monitoring system
ii Strengthen maintenance and conservation of forestry history
iii Survey nationwide ownership of forestry (country, public, private)
iv Maintain forestry growth content and changes
v Strengthen forestry rental control mechanisms
vi Strengthen patrol and monitoring of forest

vii Prevent arson, abuse and stealing


Maintain natural ecosystems
i. Outline management system for nationwide protection zones
ii Develop cadence to evaluate management results
iii Outline R&D to drive sustainability of bio resources
iv Promote natural heritage to be recognized by World Heritage Centre
(UNESCO)
v Promote education and training on plant diversity
vi Address issues related to released animals and foreign species which
are endangering to domestic species
vii Promote management of converted wetland from subsidence land
viii Strengthen recreation zones, public facility and tour guide service
ix

Maintain walking path

x

Establish flat land forest

8. Strengthen Animal Protection and, Implement Pet Management


Enhance law enforcement intensity and monitoring



Enhance pet registration and sterilization



Reduce stray cats from the beginning



Strengthen public animal shelters and quality



Promote economic and humane treatment for laboratory animals

9. Promote Holistic Watershed Conservation and Disaster Prevention


Strengthen watershed sediment disaster management



Combine hardware and software on disaster prevention



Strengthen local voluntary disaster prevention capabilities



Integrate advanced technologies to enhance landslide warning system



Promote "preventive management" and localize the "self-management"
policies



Provide technical consultation on conservation of water and soil



Accelerate the overall state-owned forests, watershed conservation

E. Stre ng th en F arm ers ’ Or ga niz a tio n , Car e for Far mers ’ We l l -b ei ngs

1. Taking Care of Farmers


Provide relief due to agricultural natural disaster and impact by imported
products



Subsidize fishing boats oil



Guarantee purchase price



Subsidize idled season for fishermen



Release cash benefits for aging farmers



Subsidize allowances to farmers and fishermen children schooling
expenses

2. Plan Income Support System for Farmers and Agricultural Insurance


Design policy adjustments to support agricultural income support system



Plan agricultural and vessels insurance

3. Strengthen Operational Efficiency and Service Functions of Farmers’
Organizations
4. Improve Agricultural Financial System


Promote jointly use of agriculture and fishery information system



Develop sound credit department of farmers and fishery organizations

Conclusion
The agricultural policies of Taiwan continue to promote the industry, along with the
restructuring of agriculture resources in order to increase its competitiveness. At the recent
years, the policies also put emphasis on integration with related primary, secondary and the
third industries to drive innovation and extend the scope of agriculture. In order to advance
agriculture, leveraging business intelligent information and green technologies to create new
agriculture production environment are employed to increase food production. Additional effort
should transform agriculture toward green focused operation and promote service-oriented
development.
With the designed policies, agriculture in Taiwan is not just a local industry, but an
international green gold industry. With the transformation, agriculture in Taiwan will become
energetic, competitive, and provides stable income to attract younger workforce. The ultimate
goal to increase the value of agriculture and related value-chain of agriculture can be realized.
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